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KIU Academy 

Mission Statement: 

 

To provide, from a Biblical 

perspective, a safe, 

nurturing environment 

where students can 

develop physically, 

mentally, emotionally, 

and spiritually, and an 

academically challenging 

environment where 

students can potentially 

become people of 

academic excellence. 

 

 

KIU Academy 

Vision Statement: 

 

To be the leader in quality 

bilingual education based 

on Christian principles. 

 

New website and Portal 

 

 

KIU Academy now has a new 

website and a news 

communication portal! The new 

website has been created as 

part of our marketing efforts in 

order to better communicate 

with prospective parents and 

students. The portal is our latest 

tool to improve communication 

with parents of current 

students. Please check them 

out at: 

 

 

http://kiua.kyotoiu.ac.jp/ 

 

http://parents.kyotoiu.ac.jp/ 

 

 

In order to access the portal you 

will need to register first. Please 

have your child’s student ID 

number ready when you try to 

access it for the first time. 

 

 

 

The most recent Torch articles will also be posted on the portal. You can also 

download the pdf version of the Torch every month from the portal. 

 

 

Unfortunately the new school website is available only in Japanese. The English 

version will be available soon. The news communication portal is available in both 

English and Japanese. 
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Upcoming Events in January 

 

In January, KIU Academy will be having a variety of 

events which will be of interest to the KIU Academy 

community and to others. Please see the list below 

for the details. For more information, please contact 

the school. 

 

Jan. 4 – New student orientation 

 

Jan. 5 – First day of winter term 

 

Jan. 25, 30 – English program changes: 

Explanatory sessions 

 

Feb. 1-3 – MS winter camp 

 

Feb. 10 – Kanji Kentei exams 

 

Feb. 13-17 – Parent-teacher conferences 

 

Mar. 17 – Graduation (HS only) 

 
 

Kanji Proficiency Examination 

 

This is a small reminder that we plan to hold the 

Kanji Kentei on February 10, 2012 (Friday) at KIU 

Academy. Students studying Kokugo from 2nd grade 

to 12th grade will be taking the test. We hope that 

this will be a positive experience for your child. 

 

 MITI 

 

MITI (Moms In Touch International) is a Christian 

international ministry encouraging moms around 

the world to pray regularly for their children and 

the schools. 

 

The one-hour scheduled prayer time includes Bible 

reading, worship and prayer time in small groups 

for the school and our children. Before or after 

MITI we often have lunch together. This is an 

opportunity to meet and have a chat with other 

KIUA moms! All moms need support and 

encouragement at times. Trust God for answers to 

prayer and expect great things to happen! Hope to 

see you at MITI in this new year 2012!  

 

 

 

Next MITI: 

 

When: Monday January 16th. At 10:45 followed by 

lunch. Please bring your own lunch. 

Where: A-building mothers' room. 

 

For more details please contact: 

 

Maria Rytkonen (English) 080-6166-7715, 

Tomoyo Takiguchi (Japanese) 090-8825-7162. 
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Elementary Christmas Events 

 

On Saturday, December 10, the 

elementary students presented 

their Christmas program for 

parents and friends.  Each 

homeroom prepared a 

presentation on a different symbol of Christmas, 

namely candy canes, shepherds, presents, angels, 

and the star.  The presentations included songs and 

plays, all with the goal of helping us understand 

more fully the wonderful story of Jesus Christ’s 

birth.  The program ended with all of the students 

joining together for a song to encourage the 

survivors of the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami and 

the final song, “Joy to the World.” DVDs of the 

program will be available for those who would like 

to order one. 

 

The last day of school, December 15, was the day for 

the elementary Christmas party.  After cleaning, the 

students were able to use their bonus bucks to buy 

various items at the flea market and food for 

lunch.  Lunch was followed by time to play carnival 

games like ring toss, bowling, and super ball saving 

at many booths.  The party finished up with bingo in 

which every child was a winner.  Thanks to 

everyone who donated items for the flea market 

and to all of the mothers who helped make the 

party a fun and memorable day for our students. 

 

 

November SOTM 

 

The elementary students of the 

month for November are 

Jasmine Kwan and Juri Park. The 

middle school student of the 

month is Seira Chan and the high 

school student of the month is 

Yuki Shimoda. A big thank you to these and all other 

students who were nominated for your enthusiasm, 

hard work, great attitude and perseverance.  

 MS Winter Camp 

 

On February 1-3, 2012, we are planning to send 

the high school students to the Noto National 

Outdoor Youth Learning Center in Ishikawa 

prefecture for the annual winter camp. Since the 

high school had a sea camp, it is the middle school 

students turn for a camp. We hope that it will be a 

good time for them to further relationships with 

each other and with 

the accompanying 

teachers.  

 

The camp will be 

three days. During 

these three days, 

they will participate 

in a variety of 

activities. We hope 

that this year we will be blessed again with a lot of 

snow. We ask you to make all the necessary 

preparations well in advance. 

 

Winter is flu season. If too many students have the 

flu prior to the camp, we may need to cancel it. 

Please be sure that your children practice good 

hygiene, eating and sleeping habits. 

 

Permission letters have been distributed. If you 

have not returned your child’s to the homeroom 

teacher already, please do so as soon as possible. 
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MS girls soccer 

 

The MS girls` soccer season came to an end at the 

CA tournament on December 16. They played a total 

of 5 games against the strongest teams in the 

league. 

 

They didn’t make it 

to the final, but the 

team showed great 

improvement and 

fighting spirit. 

 

It was a memorable season with a lot of hard work 

and smiles. We look forward to more of this great 

teamwork going next season! 

 

 

 

US University Trip 

 

 

Mr. Blocksom, one of our 

guidance counselors, is 

putting together plans for a 

trip to visit US universities 

during the spring vacation. 

 

The tentative plans include 

visiting at least six universities. They will have the 

opportunity to visit classes while they are in session 

so they can get a better idea what to expect. 

 

During some of those visits, students may also be 

able to stay in dormitories to experience what US 

university dorms are like. 

 

 

Any interested students are asked to contact Mr. 

Blocksom for more information. 

 
 

 Administrator`s Corner - Mr. Simoes 

 

Now that KIU Academy has been accredited by 

ACSI, we are moving forward with making changes 

and improvements to the school. One of the 

requirements for ACSI accreditation was the 

creation of a Complete School Improvement Plan 

(CSIP). This plan includes a wide scope of 

improvements. Some of them are administrative, a 

few are academic and others relate to the school’s 

infrastructure. 

 

We are in the constant process of addressing all 

these areas in order to improve the educational 

experience of your children at KIU Academy.  

Some of these recent developments are: 

 

Õ Search for a new campus: The school is 

actively seeking a new location for the KIUA 

campus. 

 

Õ Communication: The school has developed 

a new website and an information portal to 

better communicate with students and 

parents. 

 

Õ English program: The school has expanded 

the “English Day”, as is planning other 

changes to the ESL/ELA program starting 

next April. 

 

We thank you for your support and 

encouragement through this process.  

 

Please feel free to bring up any suggestions, 

questions or concerns you might have. 
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UNIVERSITY CORNER 

 

Still Going Places (and always will be) 

 

With exams done and reflection papers submitted, Dr. Taylor treated his “Principles of Management” students to 

lunch at the newly opened Costco in Yawata city.  Costco, the 3rd largest retailer in the US and 9th largest 

retailer in the world, provided students with valuable management insights related to critical success factors as 

well as a fun and relaxing way to end the semester. 

 

Lessons Learned and Full Stomachs 

 

While sharing a pizza together, we discussed some of 

the secrets to Costco’s success globally (and why)? 

 

1) Why does Costco keep costs down? 

2) Why does Costco sell a limited number of items and 

rely on high volume? 

3) Why is Costco so bare - concrete floors, girder 

ceilings, no signs on aisles etc.? 

4) Why does Costco love the idea of the “treasure 

hunt”? 

5) Why does Costco have customers buy memberships? 

6) Why does Costco aim for upscale shoppers – 

individual and small business owners? 

7) Why does Costco not advertise? 

8) Why does Costco place all the fresh food in the back 

of the store? 

9) Why do the brand names at Costco constantly 

change? 

10) Why does Costco pay employees well relative to 

their competition?  

*If you don’t know the answers to these questions, 

please feel free to ask my “happy” students. 

 

Overall, students enjoyed this distinctive learning experience as they were able to more tangibly connect 

classroom theory to real world practice.   

 

Experiential learning is a key element of a KIU education and will be developed further in 2012.  If you, or others 

you know, would like to learn more about the university, please contact Dr. Taylor (david.taylor@kyotoiu.ac.jp) or 

Ms. Bito (yuki.bito@kyotoiu.ac.jp. 

 

The university remains on the move! 

 

mailto:david.taylor@kyotoiu.ac.jp
mailto:yuki.bito@kyotoiu.ac.jp
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